PUBLIC TESTIMONY OF LEROY GARDNER BEFORE THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
IN THE MATTER OF H.J. No. 50

My name is Leroy Gardner, | am from Norwich, CT. | am here today to present Public Testimony in
regards to H.J. No. 50 (COMM) RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE DECISION OF THE
CLAIMS COMMISSIONER TO DENY THE CLAIMS AGAINST THE STATE OF LEROY

GARDNER. (JUD).

My outstanding claim against the State of Connecticut is based npon a Wrongful Incarceration(of
almost a year) in 2009", that I was subjected to by the Connecticut Department Of Corrections, as
a result of improper conduct on behalf of officials in the State of Connecticut Parole/Probation
Division who blatanly(and egregiously)disregared my Due Process Rights while [ was out on
Federal Parole.

Despite my not having been under any Direct Supervision by any State of Connecticut
Parole\Probation Authorities for over 27 months since my Offical Release on Parole from State
Custody in 2007, nonetheless, in August of 2009',(again, some 27 months after having béen
“Out on the Streets” faithfully honoring my Federal Parole Conditions) it was I, who made
Connecticut Parole Officials even aware of the fact of my being in Hartford, when I initiated a
call to Mr. Rick Anderson, a Supervisor from the Hartford District-Parole/Probation Office..

Mr. Anderson, immediately directed me to come in to meet with him the following morming "to
clear up" this apparent confusion about my Parole Status, or lack thereof. However, though, Mr.
Anderson, in a blatant abuse of power, got annoyed at what he perceived as insubodination,
perhaps, on my part, because I asked if I could be first allowed to attend a much-needed, and
long sought after, important job interview, that had already been previously scheduled the next
morning, at the Community Renewal Team in Hartford, with Mrs. Elizabeth Sheff, a Diréctor

there.

Judged by Mr. Anderson's annoyed tone with me on the phone the day of that initial call, and
also evidenced by Mr. Anderson's subsequent actions the following day, whereby Mr. Anderson
decided, instead, to send out the State Parole Fugitive Task Force to arrest me on a Parole
Violate Warrant when I was coming from the interview at the Community Renewal Team,
‘apparently, I had angered him, So therefore, Mr. Anderson, was acting in a Capricious and
Arbitray Manner, by ordering this unnecessary arrest of me.

Additionally, beyond the fact that the Warrant, in and of itself, was invalvid, since any court
within the state would most likely dismiss it,(which they ultimately did) in part, on the grounds
that the state lost its right to jurisdiction over me by allowing 27 months to go by before serving
this warrant. 1 furthermore feel Supervisor Anderson was acting maliciously, and being
abusive, because he had this knowledge that the Court Process involved in getting me released
from this Tegal Detainment would take at least up until a year to get this matter straightened out,
and thus his spiteful intentions against me would have been realized.

However, more importantly, today, I am here to speak to the subsequent flawed process, where
after 4 years now, I still having had any retribution takern against any State Officials involved in







this Miscarriage Of Justice, with those being individuals at the Parole Office, the Department of
Corrections, and the Public Defender's Office whom refused to represent me in court, which
delayed me in getting this matter before a Habeus Court Judge, again, further, unnecessarily
causing me to spend more time illegaily detained.

However, primarily, the cause of my not getting any justice or even any sort of monetary
compensation, as that stipulated in H.B, 1456 AN ACT CONCERNING COMPENSATION
FOR THE WRONGFULLY INCARCERATED somethinng of which my search for justice
has been reduced to, is due to the fact that the State Claims Commissioner's Office has not done,
in my opinion, even a basic review of the merits of my case, but has rather "Rubber-Stamped” a
DENIAL on it, leaving, you the Legislative Body, to give almost what has become a
perfuncanory upholding of the Claims Commissioner's Office's dubious ruling of DENIAL.
Therefore, I am here today, to formally request that I be given another opportunity in the near
future, by this committe, to present detailed and thorough documents, and Public Statements
from Legal Professionals, and also Mental Health Experts, who our at this time, currently
treating me still, for extenstive PTSD trauma related to the abuse and mistreatment I received
from Correctional Officers during that Wrongful Incarceration in 2009".

LEROY GARDNER
Norwich, CT
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Ex-Inmate Goes To The Top For Help He Needs
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LEROY GARDNER, lefy, 1alks 1o Peter G. Hughes and Susan \Werbofl of Lhe slale Offics of Pratection
and Advocacy for Persons With Disabilties In Hariford. Gardner, an ex-convid released Friday, Is
seeking assistanca In housing &s well as conseling. (RICK HARTFORD / HARTFORD COURANT ¢
May 12, 2009)
Stan Simpson
HMay 43, 2009

It could have worked oul $o much worse for Leroy James Gardner.

The 44-year-old ex-offender was released by the federal goveinment Friday with only hls brown prison oulfit on his
back, no money In his pockel, no referrals for housing or counseting — and withoul his anxiety medication.

Kicked to the curb on Main Stree! In Hartford, steps from Lhe federal
courihouse that freed him, Gardner decided his only recourse was lo

Stan Simpson walk to the Gapilo] and personally ask the govemor for help.

Slgn Up For Traffic Text Alerts

When a security guard Lhere told him that wasn't happening,
Gardner decided to seek oul judiclary committes Co-Chaiman
Wichae! Lawlor. The Easl Haven slata representative was attending
a legislalive hearing on the death penalty thal day. Folks from the

Blo | E-mail | Recent columns slale’s comreclion, parote and prabation divislons alse happenad to

Retated be in atlendance
' gaaj;ld}.:elrnlemew with Leroy James =) said, "Mr. Lewlor, | need your halp. | was Jusl released from prison,
. . | don't have any monay in my pockel | don't havae anywhere lo stay.
+ Parl 2 Interview with Leroy James Help me,™ Gardner said. "He was, The, dumbfounded and sald,
Gardner "Whal can we do for you?"
Toplcs
p. Lewlor, reached Tuesday, seemed amused as he recalled the
+ Prisons meeting. "He had a very good sense of liming, 1 all you thal,” Lawlor

« Executive Brench said. "Someone lold me there was a guy wailing outside for me in
. Government prison inmale garb with a box that said ‘Gerdner on iL”

See more topis ¥ A fitlls leery about the vistl from the bald, athlatically buill man fresh
out the joinl, Lewlor askad some of the comeclion paopla to walk out
with him.

Where earlier Gardner had no assistance, now he was full bofe into

hittoy: /Awww courant.com/he-prison-reform-simpson-0513.artmay13.0.4553250.column - 3/4/2013




SiriaT program and {0llow-up neads 1o Do eslablished fof slala and federal MMAlas released with no probalion or
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ADS BY GOOGLE a mother lode of help — comection, probalion end paiole people.
Granls For Online Schools Embarrassed by Gardner's appearance al the regal siate office in
Go To School While Working. YouMay  front of the chairman of the Judiclary of all people, they double-limed
Quality For Grants To Start Schooll il in getting him a bed al the Open Hearih homeless shefier.
www.classesandcaresrs com
But it's not just housing thet Gardner needs. The convicled bank

Heating Oll from Auto TLC robber, Lhief and recovering drug addicl wanls to rebuild his e —
gay‘;"g' :;V:r :eﬁrn‘l”e offer oil delivery for g1 he believes wenl downhill after he was sexvally molesied by a

. . relalive as a young boy in New Haven. Gardner also needs
www. AulomaticTLC com/Save counseling and a job.

Great Expresslons Dental
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Hartford. Speclal Offers,
greatexpressions com

His slory s fascinaling; his life perpetually unstabla. At p time when
the federal government Is Investing more than $100 milkon in prison
re-enlry programs, Gardner's situalion reveals Lhe biggast Naw in re-
entry legislation: There are no supervised programs of services for
Inmales who leave prison with no pending parole or probation.
Thesé so-called "end-ol-sentence” inmales, coiredlion authorifies
say, are al the highes! risk to re-effend. Yet, there's no meaningful
aftercare for them.

“That is Lhe population with the greatest need. And it's a fairly large population,” sald Maween Price-Borefand,
executive director of the Community Parlners in Action program, which works to re-nlegrate ex-offenders into
socclaty.

Al leasl 30 percenl of Gonnecticut's 19,000 inmates are released with no parole of probation. And allhough
Gardner was released by the feds, and nol Lhe stale, had he been In slate cuslody, Gardner would have been left
1o fond for himself as welk

"My self-destructive nature wasn't conlrolling me Lhis time,” sald Gardner, whose drug of choice was crack. ™I didn't
@o oul and get smashed or gel high. No, I want (o make it F want to get it righl this lima. | jusl need & chance. | got
& lot of markelabla skills, man_ | have a lot to offer. I'm bllingual and axiremely fluen! In both {Engfish and Spanish).
I'm highty computer-fiterate, | have excelfenl typing skills. I'm professional. fm welkspokan.®

The sel-described “nolorious Jailhouse lawyer™ also has been & habiuat screw-up.

But guys who are labeled Incorrigible somelimes wan! Lo gel it righL. Thelr circumstances, environmenl and lack of
oppoitunity, howaver, lead them to reveit o famifiar form,

Sixty days befora slate prisoners are released on parole or probation, a case worker sils down with them and
maps oul an assessment and gams plan fer whal {hey need — heusing, Job trailning, subslance-abuse counseling,
mental health issues, etc., sald Bill Carbone, executive direclor of the judicla! branch's courl support services,
which oversees the slale’s probation services.

A case manager then works with the ex-offender thvough re-entsy to make sure Lhe gamé plan is camied out. A
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parole. Scolt Chin, chief Uniled States probalion officar, did not retum calls for comment Tuesday.

Jusl Imagine the heedlines f Gardnar had walked 1o the governor's office in prisen garb, bul with bad Intentions —
and did something stupld.

Q! course, i thal did happen, within weeks you'd ses new laws providing re-entry programs for lnmales released
iree and clear from federal and state pens.

"Al the end of the day, it's really about public safely, bacause you could almost guarantee thal someone's going lo
ra-offend if you sel it up like this,” Lewlor sald of Gardner's haphazard release.

The ather unnerving Lhing about Gardner's slory Is thal he should never have bean imprisoned lasl Augusl for
vlolaling parote. He was under dual Jurisdiclion — the feds end the slale — bul had been reporting solely Lo the
feds for the previous 27 months. The feds end the slate didn'l communicats, so the stals lhought Gardner was
AWOL.

The slate later conceded thal i messed up, Lawlor seid. So, here was a guy ditigently fooking for work whan | first
mel him last summer. He gets re-imprisoned wrongfulty — Lhen, when he's uliimately rensfamred to the feds again,
gets uncaremonlously dumped onlo the streats.

Tomomaw, Im going to be the master of ceremonles at an Overcomer’s Breakfast at the downtown convention
cenler. I's a yearly event run by Open Hearlh lo molivate those who are down, but nel yel oul.

They should set a plate for Lercy Gardner,
*Stan Slmpson's column appears on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Read hls blog al'courant.com/stan.
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